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No jargon, no nonsense support 
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With over 30 years’ experience in computers and networking, I’ve learned that people are often confused by 
conflicting advice and patronised by those who should be giving technical support.  
Clearing away the nonsense and letting you get on is my goal. 
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By Oscar Wilde

“A Trivial Comedy for Serious People”

Early August in the twilight years of the Victorian era

ACT I 
Algernon Moncrieff’s Flat in Half-Moon Street, W London 

Interval - 15 minutes

ACT II 
The Garden at the Manor House, Woolton 

Interval - 15 minutes

ACT III 
The Garden-Room at the Manor House, Woolton 

Taunton Thespians on Tour present:

The Importance of Being

Earnest
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Oscar Wilde
Oscar Wilde was born in Dublin, the second of three 
children, on 16 October 1854. His parents were  
Sir William Wilde, a leading ear and eye surgeon, and 
Jane Wilde, a lifelong Irish Nationalist and poet. After 
writing in different forms, he became one of London’s 
most popular playwrights in the early 1890s. He is 
best remembered for his epigrams and plays, his novel 
The Picture of Dorian Gray, and the circumstances of his 
criminal conviction for “Gross Indecency” in 1895.

Wilde was brought up a Catholic and educated at 
home where he learnt French and German from his 
foreign governesses. At university, he read “Greats” 
and proved himself to be an outstanding classicist, first 
at Trinity College Dublin, then at Oxford. He became 
known for his involvement in the rising philosophy of 
“Aestheticism”, led by two of his tutors, Walter Pater 
and John Ruskin.

Wilde, who had first only set out to irritate Victorian society with his dress and talking 
points, then outraged it with Dorian Gray (1890), his novel of vice hidden beneath art. He had 
finally found a way to critique society on its own terms. His later play, Lady Windermere’s Fan, 
was first performed in 1892 at St James’s Theatre and was packed with the cream of society. 
On the surface a witty comedy, there is subtle subversion beneath. At about this time, 
Wilde fell in love with Lord Alfred Douglas, the Marquess of Queensberry’s son. This later 
encouraged his lover’s father to accuse Wilde of  being a “sodomite”.

At the height of his fame and success, while The Importance of Being Earnest was still being 
performed in London, Wilde, inadvisedly, had the Marquess of Queensberry prosecuted 
for criminal libel. The Marquess was the father of Wilde’s lover, Lord Alfred Douglas. The 
libel trial unearthed evidence that caused Wilde to drop his charges and led to his own 
arrest and trial for “gross indecency with men”. After two more trials, he was convicted 
and sentenced to two years’ hard labour, the maximum penalty, and was jailed from 1895 
to 1897. While in prison, Wilde wrote De Profundis (published posthumously in 1905), a long 
letter which discusses his spiritual journey through his trials, forming a dark counterpoint 
to his earlier philosophy of pleasure. On his release, he left immediately for France, never to 
return to Ireland or Britain. There he wrote his last work, The Ballad of Reading Gaol (1898), 
a long poem describing the harsh rhythms of prison life. He died destitute in Paris at the age 
of 46.

Data on this spread is taken primarily from Wikipedia sources:
Wikipedia contributors. “Oscar Wilde.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 5 Jun. 2019. Web. 7 
Jun. 2019.
Wikipedia contributors. “The Importance of Being Earnest.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free 
Encyclopedia, 5 Jun. 2019. Web. 7 Jun. 2019.

Oscar Wilde
taken by Napoleon Sarony 1882
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The Importance of Being Earnest
After the success of Wilde’s plays Lady Windermere’s Fan and A Woman of No Importance, 
his producers urged him to write further plays. In July 1894, he mooted his idea for The 
Importance of Being Earnest to George Alexander, the actor-manager of the St James’s 
Theatre. Wilde spent the summer with his family at Worthing, where he wrote the play
quickly in August and it was first performed on 14 February1895. It is a farcical comedy in 
which the protagonists maintain fictitious personæ to escape burdensome social obligations. 
Working within the social conventions of late Victorian London, the play’s major themes are 
the triviality with which it treats institutions as serious as marriage, and the resulting satire 
of Victorian ways.
Some contemporary reviews praised the play’s humour and the culmination of Wilde’s 
artistic career, while others were cautious about its lack of social messages. Its high 
farce and witty dialogue have helped make The Importance of Being Earnest Wilde’s most 
enduringly popular play.
The Marquess of Queensberry, the father of Wilde’s lover Lord Alfred Douglas, had planned 
to disrupt the play by throwing a bouquet of rotten vegetables at the playwright when he 
took his bow at the end of the show. Wilde and Alexander learned of the plan, and cancelled 
Queensberry’s ticket and arranged to bar his entrance. 

Mr Wilde’s Diary
1854 Born in Dublin on October 16th, the second of three children. 
1881 His political first play, Vera, is produced but cancelled at the 11th hour
   “ Wilde writes the poem Requiescat in memory of Isola, his beloved sister, who dies   
 aged 9.  
 “Tread lightly, she is near, Under the snow, Speak gently, she can hear the daisies grow”.
1883 His play, The Duchess of Padua, is turned down.
1884 He marries Constance May Lloyd, the daughter of an Irish barrister.  
 They later have two boys.
1890 The book, The Picture of Dorian Grey, is published.
1892 Wilde falls in love with Lord Alfred Douglas. 
   “ Lady Windermere’s Fan is first performed in London. 
 His play Salome is banned by the Lord Chamberlain as it featured biblical figures.
1893 He writes A Woman Of No Importance.
1895 Instant success of An Ideal Husband and The Importance of Being Earnest. 
   “ After the Marquess of Queensbury leaves him a note accusing him of “somdomy”, 
    Wilde sues for libel, but loses the case. 
   “ Wilde is prosecuted for homosexuality, found guilty and imprisoned.
   “ Both his plays, running successfully, are closed.
1897 Writes a letter from prison (published later as De Profundis) to Lord Alfred Douglas. 
   “ After release, he leaves Britain to live permanently in Paris.
1898 He writes The Ballad of Reading Gaol, which may have contributed to prison reform.
   “ Constance Wilde, his wife, dies in Italy at the age of 40. 
1900 Wilde dies in Paris aged 46.  Lord Alfred Douglas attends his funeral.
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The Director’s Voice
Frank McGuinness, one of the greatest living 
Irish playwrights, describes this as “the perfect 
play”. Previously, Wilde had retained some deep 
dramatic plot in his plays – Lady Windermere 
and Sir Robert Chiltern are both hiding dark 
secrets, for instance – but there is no diversion 
from triviality in Earnest, allowing him to revel 
in the English language and manners in a way 
that still makes us laugh today. As a director, 
it’s one of those plays that you long to do but 
fear to do. Any well-known play is going to be 
compared with other productions, and a play 
written in modern English with a relatively small 
cast is easier to scrutinise than something older. 
However, I’m a sucker for punishment and really 
wanted to have a go…

As I mentioned above, one of the key things about this play is that there is no subtext. What 
you see is what you get. Where characters have a motive to do something, they tell us very 
clearly what it is. This doesn’t mean they’re shallow (well, not completely), nor that they 
don’t have more to them than is immediately apparent, so the actors have the opportunity 
to build on what they feel the characters should be. We’ve worked quite hard on this.
The main problem we’ve had with this production is taking an archetypal proscenium arch, 
drawing room comedy and putting it outdoors. This complicates entrances and exits – 
you will see people well before they’re “on stage” – and, as we didn’t want to hire a fleet 
of furniture lorries, the amount of sitting down is considerably less than in the script. In 
addition, if the actors are sitting down a lot at the same height as the audience, it’s very hard 
indeed for anyone past the first couple of rows to see or hear them.

It really has been a joy, directing this piece. Apart from the wonderful cast, I’ve worked with 
the wizard that is Rose on costumes again, which is always a pleasure. I’m writing this quite a 
while before the Tour actually starts, so one thing that’s quite exciting is working with a new 
scenic painter; Cate didn’t bat an eyelid when I went over my vision for the décor. You’ll see 
the fruits of her labours on stage. Finally, many thanks to the uncomplaining, stalwart Des 
Pollard, who takes bits of wood away and brings back the shapes he’s been asked for. Sadly 
for us, Des is moving to Ireland in August, and he’ll be sorely missed.

Finally, thanks to you for coming along and buying a programme. As a society, we depend on 
two things. One is the people who put together the plays and the other is the people who 
come to watch them. If you’d like to be in the first group as well as the second, speak to one 
of the team or drop me an email at chairman@tauntonthespians.org.uk. We’d love to have you 
on board!
Have a wonderful evening

Michael

MOBILITYMOBILITY & Healthcare

Hickleys Healthcare
Castle Street, Tangier, Taunton, TA1 4AU  Tel: 01823 328555

email: health@hickleys.com www.hickleyshealthcare.com

Michael Gilbert

www.jbcarvings.wixsite.com/woodcarving
Tel: 01823 442118
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St Margaret’s Hospice Care volunteers 
needed across Somerset 
Volunteers are an essential part of St Margaret’s Hospice Care and we are always 
looking for new volunteers to support us in the hospice or in the local community. 

You might want to use your professional skills, develop new skills or simply get 
out and about in the community for a good cause. 

It’s important to us that our volunteers feel their donated time and skills are used 
properly, so you’ll know that if you volunteer with us you will be valued.

We have flexible volunteering roles to suit everybody.

For more information email info@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk or visit our 
website www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/volunteering

Join us
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Life in London in the 1890s
Period TV dramas and novels tend to give us a 
skewed image of a genteel Britain with refined 
clothing and very formalised etiquette and 
manners. The image of constant theatre and 
party going also persists. Family life, epitomised 
by the young Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and 
their nine children, was enthusiastically idealised. 
While London grew wealthy as Britain’s holdings 
expanded, 19th century London was also still 
a city of great poverty, where millions lived in 
overcrowded and unsanitary slums. Life for the poor 
was immortalised by Charles Dickens in such novels 
as Oliver Twist.

London was a city of immense wealth, and industrialisation had brought about rapid 
changes in everyday life that affected all classes. There was a new London Underground, a 
new railway system and stations, sewer system and port infrastructure. As the capital of a 
massive empire, London became a magnet for immigrants from the colonies and poorer 
parts of Europe. A large Irish population settled in the city, many of the newcomers refugees 
from the Great Famine (1845-1849). At one point, Irish immigrants made up about 20% of 
London’s population. London also became home to a sizeable Jewish community, and small 

communities of Chinese and South Asians settled in 
the city.

During the Victorian era, the style of clothing of 
wealthy and poor was very different. While wealthy 
women wore fancy and expensive dresses, and men 
fine suits and top hats, the poor had three options 
other than their Sunday best. They could either wear 
repaired hand-me-downs, rags, or buy from “pickers” 

(people who removed clothing from the dead and 
sold on cheaply to the poor).

Luxuries, such as theatre going, were not available to the millions of working poor, who 
toiled for long hours in mills, mines, factories and docks. The dreadful working and living 
conditions of the early 19th century persisted in many areas until the end of the Victorian 
era in 1901. The dark shadow of the workhouse loomed over the unemployed and destitute. 
Life in a workhouse was intended to be harsh, to deter the able-bodied poor and to 
ensure that only the truly destitute would apply. By the 1890s, however, most people were 
benefiting from cheaper imported food and other goods. New terraces of houses for the 
more prosperous working classes were increasingly connected to clean water, drains and 
even gas.

Wikipedia contributors. “19th-century London.” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 7 Jun. 2019. 

Web. 9 Jun. 2019.

William Powell Frith’s painting
A Private View at the Royal Academy

Dorset Street, Spitalfields 1902
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The Cast, In order of appearance

Lane, Algernon’s Manservant Tim Knowles

Algernon Moncrieff maat ward

John Worthing, JP Ben Jordan

Lady Bracknell Lorna Evans

Hon. Gwendolen Fairfax Lindsey Cran

Miss Prism, Governess Jane Edwards

Cecily Cardew Nicki Bassett

Rev. Canon Chasuble Mark Dawson

Merriman, Mr Worthing’s Butler Des Pollard

Footman Colin Knowles

TIOBE Programme.indd   10 27/06/2019   08:51



The Crew
Director Michael Gilbert
Director’s Assistant Megan Ivey
Producer Nicola Dawson
Production Assistant Bek Beard
Lights/Sound John Cunningham,Conor Gilbert
Minibus Driver Des Pollard
Van Driver Michael Gilbert
Wardrobe Rose Humphreys
Box Office Vin Cunningham, Colin Knowles
Props Alexa Staple
Prompt Rene Kilner 
Scenic Design & Painting Cate Field
Set Construction Des Pollard 
Poster Design Michael Gilbert
Programme Editor Peter McGuire
FoH Managers Megan Ivey, Nicola Dawson

Black Gang Katy Whitaker, Tim Knowles
 Colin Knowles, Bek Beard

Cast Welfare Bek Beard

TIOBE Programme.indd   11 27/06/2019   08:51



Lorna Evans as Lady Bracknell

maat ward as Algernon Moncrieff

Ben Jordan as Jack Worthing

Tim Knowles as Lane

The Cast, in order of Appearance

This is my third outing with the Thespians since returning from Japan two years 
ago. I was the Duke in last summer’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona, and you might 
have spotted me in various roles in Oh What a Lovely War. Elsewhere, I was the 
poor murdered victim in Bradford Players production of Black Coffee. It is my 
second time round with Earnest; many years ago, for the Tokyo International 
Players, I was the other butler, Merriman. When I’m not on stage, I can be found 
rambling around the Somerset countryside.

Jack (or should that be Ernest?) has been great to play in rehearsals. Opposite 
Algy, it has been a hoot! The pair have the most wicked rapport. Even when I 
haven’t been rehearsing, watching the girls do their scenes has been a masterclass 
in upper class cattiness! This will be my fourth consecutive tour and each time it 
has been a blast. I really hope you enjoy watching the show as much as we have 
enjoyed rehearsing it.

Being offered the role of Lady Bracknell is both a privilege ... and a predicament! 
Who wouldn’t jump at the chance to play such a wonderful character in the 
most perfect of plays? But who would be injudicious and/or impudent enough 
to attempt a role made famous by the likes of Dame Edith Evans and Dame Judi 
Dench? I am still undecided which category I fall into! Probably both. In an effort 
not to emulate previous interpretations I have deliberately not studied past films, 
so hopefully tonight’s Lady Bracknell will be a little individual.  Whilst I appreciate 
that you can not please all of the audience all of the time, I only hope that our 
interpretation will please most of the audience most of the time. Deep breath, 
fingers crossed. 

A short history of muffins
Muffins were first invented in 1746 during the Jacobite rebellion and used as 
projectiles against the redcoats. They were originally named after the clan McMuffin, 
which today can only be legally applied to examples made in Culloden.
The generic term ‘muffin’ has since become somewhat… diversified. The British 
often complain about the “Americanism” that is the dessert muffin; bold talk, coming 
from a country where every single village has at least three names for “bread roll”.
Victorian gentlemen used muffins to prove their virility, competing to consume as 
many as possible during a single three act play.
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Lindsey Cran as Gwendolen Fairfax

Jane Edwards as Miss Prism

Nicki Bassett as Cecily Cardew

Des Pollard as Merriman

Mark Dawson as Rev. Canon Chasuble

What’s in a name? Miss Prism is popularly believed to be a pun for misprision: 
neglectful/wrongful performance of official duty (her abandonment of baby Ernest) 
or concealment of such. However, Wilde must also be referring to a glass that 
colours, bends and refracts the light, or, in this case, the truth. (Her Christian name, 
Laetitia, means ‘joy or gladness’, surely a whimsical joke by the playwright.)
The smallest of the four female roles, I have always been drawn to Miss P, with her 
overt dottiness and covert naughtiness. She is a gem to play. I hope you adore our 
Earnest, the 50th Thespian production I have been involved with. 

Well here we go again, this being my fourth Summer Tour. I started off as a Lord in 
Romeo and Juliet but I think I must have peaked too early as I have now been reduced 
to the ranks as a butler. The upside of playing this part is that there are very few lines 
to learn, which suits me just fine. Obviously, I am going to have to watch my P’s and 
Q’s, but I have managed to master the ability to reverse off stage whilst maintaining 
my dignified pose and hopefully I won’t trip up when walking forward onto stage. It is 
a great crew of people and I have enjoyed working with them.

This will be my second summer tour, and what a privilege it is to be able to bring 
this iconic play to such glorious venues.
Since joining the Taunton Thespians, I have played parts as varied as The Wife of 
Bath (Telling Canterbury Tales), Lily Pepper (Red Peppers) and now a woman of title, 
no less, the Hon. Gwendolen Fairfax.
Gwendolen is desperately seeking Ernest! Will she succeed? Will her mother 
approve? Is her diary as sensational as she claims? Be prepared for some 
ludicrously frivolous behaviour, mistaken identities, romance and intrigue.  
Whatever happens, you can bet it’s going to be Wilde!
Cucumber sandwich anyone?

I‘ve been involved in amateur dramatics for almost 30 years. This is my second 
production with Taunton Thespians and my first summer tour. Being cast as Cecily 
Cardew is an enormous privilege but also a challenge and, as a result, my husband 
is becoming incredibly familiar with the script and the sometimes complex 
vocabulary of Mr Wilde. With themes of love, deception, elegance, hypocrisy and 
comedy, you’re in for a great evening - enjoy!

Dr Chasuble is a lovely role to play. He has a kind of naïve calm which is just what 
you’d want from a man of the cloth. He is also a little too fond of his own sermons, 
which is a little less desirable. I’ve been a Taunton Thespian for twenty six years now 
and this is my fifth annual summer Tour. We’ve had more than our share of rain over 
the years, so it would be only fair if you are now basking in the evening sunshine. 
Touring is one of my very favourite types of show. I’m not sure if it is the beautiful 
venues and Somerset countryside that do it for me, or the thrill of seeing the ‘stage’ 
for the first time half an hour before acting on it. Perhaps it’s both.
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The Crew
Crew - members of the team who get on with their tasks silently and efficiently (umm!)
behind the scenes without the slightest sign of the panic they’re in. For this tour, they sport 
characteristic yellow plumage with black detail.

Producer - You’re the fixer with a vision. You fix the money, the budget, the venues, the 
audiences, the cast and crew, and you’re immensely strong as you support all of us. Nothing 
much, then!

Director - Yes, just what do you do? I’m sure you told the cast and crew what to do.

Lighting Ace - You design a programme for the lighting at different stages of the play.  You 
try to focus lights on where actors “should” be at any time. But why not give up now as 
they’ll always be in the wrong place at the wrong time? You also decide what lantern shines 
on each one and whether you can successfully dazzle them before they dazzle you with 
their performances. 

Sound King - You source the bells and whistles for the play and try to make them happen, 
preferably, at the right time. You might be called upon to find a peacock cry, a dog bark, a car 
crash or a penny whistle playing Beethoven’s Ninth. You always do it though, somehow!

Wardrobe - You source or cut, adjust and stretch costumes to fit all frames and all 
paddings. You have a wealth of knowledge about which historical figures wore what and 
when, and by magic you make it, adapt it, or simply wing it. You never come close to using up 
your allocated budget but you always make works of art. I’m thinking of asking you what I 
should be wearing to go hiking this year!

Front of House and Box Office - You are the meeters and greeters but you also organise 
a rota of staff for each night by whipping further slaves to collect tickets, sell programmes 
and sell raffle tickets. You always miss the last act of the play as you’re totting up the 
proceeds and resting the weary legs. 

Props - Just where do you find those bizarre things? A cigarette case from 1895, a baby, a tin 
of beef from 1915, There must be a supermarket somewhere where you just go in and ask 
for a baby. You have the gift of the gab to convince friends to give up their valuable trinkets 
for a few weeks and place them in the hands of someone who’s not what they seem.

Scenic Designer - You make a silk purse out of the auditory organ of a female oinker. 

Prompt - You have the most difficult job - unlike others, you can’t fall asleep.
.
Tour Manager - You’re the last minute fixer when things go wrong - and they do!
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Poster Designer - You have to pass the “Hedgerow Test” by designing an image that will 
stop any passing car instantly. Heart attacks and accident claims are just the necessary 
collateral damage in gaining your designer wings.
.
Minibus Driver - You drive the actors to all the disparate venues around Somerset. You 
wait for the inevitable late arrivals, then pretend to drive calmly while they quietly bite their 
nails on the way out and become rowdy on the way back. You try not to get lost too often - 
and you act as well! You’re also the one who enjoys any pub stops the most!

Van Driver - This is a grim job. You’re always the first to arrive at the venue to unload and 
set up and the last to leave in the pitch black when the actors have already swanned off. 
It’s inevitable that without your presence to supervise the van loading, everything would just 
look like scrambled egg on the following night and the most vital piece, the hinge-pin of the 
play, would have been left behind in the dark. No pressure, then!

Focus on our Scenic Designer
Cate Field has been kind enough to devote some of her time to designing and making the 
lovely screens you see before you at our show. I’ll let her tell you in her own words:

I am an artist and designer with a passion for the theatre. With a background in dance and singing, 
I haves designed and made costumes and sets for a variety of different companies, choirs and 
ensembles in London and Surrey. As head of Art and Design at Guildford College, I taught Fine Art 
and Textiles, with many of my students going on to study the arts at university. With an MA in Film, 
Photography and Sound, my work is innovative and exciting.
The Importance of Being Earnest is my first production since moving to Dorset last year.
Instagram: @catefield
Online: CateField.com
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Still to come from Taunton Thespians
Do you enjoy reading plays?  Would you like to get to know the Thespians off stage?   
If so, you are warmly invited to come along to the Thespians’ summer play reading evenings, 
every Wednesday during August from 7.30pm at the Thespians’ HQ in Wilfred Road, 
Taunton, TA1 1TB.  (Top tip: park in Victoria Gate car park). 

 For details and confirmation of plays,  
 please check out the diary page on 
 the Thespians’ website:
 
 TauntonThespians.org.uk 4  Diary

2019/20 Season
Tuesday 12th – Saturday 16th November 2019 at The Brewhouse Theatre  

 When We Are Married by JB Priestley  

Priestley’s classic matrimonial comedy starts with three couples gathering to celebrate their 
silver weddings. Twenty-five years ago, the Helliwells, the Parkers and the Soppitts were 
married on the same day by the same parson. But when these pillars of society discover 
that they were never legally married and have been “living in sin” for twenty-five years, social 
embarrassment and pandemonium break out.

Tickets are on sale now at TheBrewhouse.net

Spring 2020 at The Brewhouse Theatre 

Deathtrap by Ira Levin

A hugely popular stage and screen success, this ingeniously constructed play offers a 
rare and skilful blending of two priceless theatrical ingredients - gasp-inducing thrills and 
spontaneous laughter. Unknown dramatist Clifford Anderson has sent his new thriller to 
award-winning Broadway author Sidney for comment - or has he? Without a success to his 
credit for some years, Sidney plots with his reluctant wife Myra about how best to plagiarize 
Deathtrap and when Clifford turns up to discuss the play with the ‘Master’, events take a 
sinister turn.
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So come, join us & get stuck in
The Taunton Thespians have been providing live theatre for and by the people of Taunton 
and the surrounding area since 1927. 

The Thespians’ home is:
    “The Place” in Wilfred Road, Taunton, TA1 1TB. 

Every year the Thespians entertain thousands of people by:

• staging two major main-house productions, 

• participating in drama festivals in theatres around Somerset 

• putting on in-house productions for members 

• spending two weeks on the road with a touring production every summer 

• performing Murder Mysteries and Mummers Troupe productions

Membership of Taunton Thespians is only £15 a year

We are looking for new theatre enthusiasts to join our friendly team of directors, designers, 
set builders, painters, property makers, costume stitchers, press release writers, social media 
devotees, graphic designers, lighting designers, sound effects artists, stage managers, set 
decorators, poster distributors, homo sapiens ... and actors, of course.
Find out more:
 
          tauntonthespians.org.uk

 Taunton Thespians

 membership@tauntonthespians.org.uk

 @tauntonthespian

July 2020 at stunning outdoor locations across Somerset   

Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare

Twelfth Night is a tale of unrequited love – hilarious and heartbreaking. Twins are separated in 
a shipwreck, and forced to fend for themselves in a strange land. The first twin, Viola, falls in 
love with Orsino, who dotes on OIivia, who falls for Viola but is idolised by Malvolio. Enter 
Sebastian, who is the spitting image of his twin sister...

2020 marks the twentieth summer outdoor tour by the Thespians.  To mark the occasion, 
we are returning to the first play that we took on tour, back at the start of the millennium. .
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National Operatic and Dramatic Association

Headquarters: 15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough, PE2 7UH
Telephone: 01733 374790 Email: info@noda.org.uk Website: www.noda.org.uk

The National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA), founded in 1899, is the leading 
representative body for amateur theatre in the UK and has a membership of approximately 
2400 amateur theatre groups and over 2000 individual members staging musicals, operas, plays, 
concerts and pantomimes in a wide variety of venues from professional theatres to village halls. 
NODA member societies meet the needs of all ages and all levels of both performers and those involved 
backstage, front of house or in society administration.
NODA aims:
• To give a shared voice to amateur theatre
• To help societies and individuals achieve the highest standards of best practice and performance.
• To provide leadership and advice to enable amateur theatre to tackle the challenges and 

opportunities of the 21st century.  
Membership of NODA provides theatre groups and individuals with a wide range of benefits including 
access to NODA’s advice service, access to funding agencies, direct access to rights holders and the 
media, regional and national conferences, workshops and seminars. Members also benefits from the 
annual NODA residential Summer School.

This production is entered for: 

The Phoebe Rees Awards
Founded by Phoebe Rees and run by the Somerset Fellowship of Drama, the 
competition is open to amateur drama societies and groups in Somerset. Plays 
are adjudicated by members of the Fellowship’s committee who also run an 
annual Original Playwriting Festival and the county’s first round of the All England Theatre 
Festival, and organise drama training. 

Taunton Thespians are grateful to the following:
for displaying billboards, posters & leaflets. . . . . . . .  Local shops and other premises

for deploying billboards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  John Cunningham and Michael Gilbert

for financial support. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Our advertisers

for franking service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  King’s Hall School

for printing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Carly Press, Wellington & Blake Signs

for hosting our performances. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  All our wonderful venues

for van & minibus hire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  Falcon Vehicle Solutions

for all their support. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Members & friends of Taunton Thespians

The Rose Bowl Awards
Founded by the families of Walter Hawkins and John Coë, this is now 
funded through the Quartet Community Foundation, with individual awards 
sponsored by the Bristol Evening Post. Amateur operatic and dramatic 
productions throughout former Avon, Gloucester and Somerset are assessed 
by qualified adjudicators. W

hen We Are Married

J.B.Priestley’s
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W
hen We Are Married

J.B.Priestley’s

Taunton Thespians present
A Hearty Comedy of Marital Mishap and Scandal

The Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton
Tuesday 12th to Saturday 16th November 2019

Join us for Open Auditions
at The Place in Wilfred Road, Taunton, TA1 1TB

Tue 30th July, Thur 1st Aug & Mon 5th Aug, (all 7:30 – 9:30pm) 

 This amateur production of “When We Are Married” is presented by  
special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH LTD.
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Heathfi eld Hair & Beauty specialises in colouring 
techniques and off ers the only colour range that has 
been tested and recommended by dermatologists. 
Sarah and her team of stylists and therapists run 
a friendly yet professional salon, and are happy to 
undertake all your hair and beauty requirements.

Heathfi eld Hair & Beauty
Charlton Road, Creech Heathfi eld, 
Taunton TA3 5EG

Phone: 01823 412384
Live text feed 07464 541844
Email: info@heathfi eldhairandbeauty.co.uk

Follow us on
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